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SUBJECT: COMMERCIAL COUNTERFEITING 

REF: STATE 167575 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RAISED COMMERCIAL COUNTERFEIT ISSUE AND 
IMPORTANCE U.S. GOVERNMENT ATTACHES TO INCLUDE AGREEMENT 
IN MTN WITH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (MFT) AND MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA). IN JULY 4 CONVERSATION WITH 
ECMIN, NEW MFT DG FOR COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS REACTED VERY 
POSITIVELY TO U.S. PROPOSAL. IN MORE SUBSTANTIVE CON- 
VERSATION WITH COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR MFA REP NIGIDO(DIRECTOR FOR 
GATT AND EC AFFAIRS) READILY AGREED ON IMPORTANCE OF ISSUE, INDICATED 
SOME PUZZLEMENT OVER BRINGING MATTER INTO MTN WITH SUCH SHORT 
DEAD LINE, AND EXPRESSED INTENTION TO STUDY MATTER CARE- 
FULLY (HE SAID HE WOULD REFER IT TO MFA INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE FOR IMMEDIATE STUDY). DURING COURSE 
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OF NEXT WEEK, MFA WILL SUBMIT VIEWS DIRECTLY TO 
ITALIAN DELEGATION IN BRUSSELS FOR COORDINATION WITH 
EC COUNTRIES. THE ITALIANS ALSO POINT OUT THAT US 
PROPOSAL MAY HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH 
A CENTRAL EC OFFICE FOR PATENTS IN MUNICH, GERMANY, 

WHICH IS IN FINAL PHASE OF NEGOTIATIONS. THEY WILL 
COMMUNICATE ANY FURTHER COMMENT PROMPTLY TO THEIR 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


BRUSSELS DELEGATION. 

2. UNLIKE THE UNITED STATES, NO LEGISLATION OR 
PROCEDURES EXIST IN ITALY WHEREBY A TRADEMARK REGISTERED 
WITH THE ITALIAN PATENT OFFICE MAY BE RECORDED WITH 

THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE SO AS TO ENABLE ITALIAN CUSTOMS 
OFFICERS PER SE TO PREVENT IMPORTATION OF COUNTERFEIT 
ARTICLES. HOWEVER, ITALIAN LEGISLATION DOES PROVIDE 
FOR SEIZURE OF GOODS UNDER GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES. IF 
GOODS BEAR A TRADEMARK THAT COUNTERFEITS A TRADEMARK 
REGISTERED IN ITALY, SUCH GOODS CAN BE SEIZED IF THE 
HOLDER OF THE TRADEMARK TAKES ACTION BEFORE A LOCAL 
COURT. THUS, SEIZURE CAN TAKE PLACE AT PORT OF ENTRY 
OR AFTER IMPORTATION, BUT MUST BE PRECEDED BY A 
PETITION IN COURT UNDERTAKEN BY A COMPLAINANT. 

3. RE FORFEITURE, IN GENERAL ITALIAN LEGISLATION 
PROVIDES FOR FORFEITURE OF GOODS USED IN CONNECTION 
WITH, OR REPRESENTING THE OBJECT OF, CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. 
FORFEITURE PROCEDURES ARE ALSO APPLIED BY ITALIAN 
CUSTOM OFFICERS IN ALL CONTRABAND CASES, INCLUDING 
MINOR VIOLATIONS (SUCH AS FAILURE TO DECLARE FOREIGN 
ARTICLES UPON ARRIVAL IN ITALY) WHICH OCCUR FREQUENTLY 
AT ALL ITALIAN PORTS OF ENTRY. GARDNER 
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